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"Knowledge ispower and the acquired knowledge isthe asset,
which cannot be robbed by othersunlike material asset."

Dear Sudents,

An institution which started functioning in the year 1942 by the active initiatives of the three
great philanthropists of Jalpaiguri, Sri Nalinikanta Routh, Sri Debendra Kumar Chandra and Sri
Taranimohan Chakraborty, has gradually risen to the level of a premier degree college
including a postgraduate course, in the district of Jalpaiguri.

The college since its inception has been striving hard to provide quality education for
the meritorious and the poorest of the poor in the society, at an affordable fees structure. The
college today is an educational edifice of excellence with its most talented and experienced
staff with excellent infrastructure and beautiful environment-friendly campus offering 21
undergraduate courses in arts and science and aP. G. Course in Bengali. It is a matter of pride
that many of our former students have established themselves in various fieldsand professions
of repute in India and abroad.

The academic year 2021-2022 has witnessed an unprecedented COVID pandemic,
disrupting the life and livelihood of most of the people, and impactingits irreparable damage on
education sectors. In this unforeseen situation and uncertain future we altogethertried our best
to reach all the students through online teaching and successfully completed all university
assignments including examinations. Despite these challenges our NSS Units put their best
efforts to serve communities voluntarily, donating essential commaodities through organizing
camps to the nearby villages and also keep in touch with them. Besides this, we have
successfully implementedthe Choice Based Curriculum System(CBCS) in our College since
introduced by the affiliating university.

Due to the unavoidable situation it was not possible to publish the College magazine timely but
| am confident that this issue will serve as a source of inspiration for the teachers as well asthe
students to contribute articles regularly to the magazine in future. Thisissue is atreasure of
poems, stories and topics related to various branches of knowledge. | whole-heartedly
congratul ate the convener, the committee members, students and all stakeholders on their
successful endeavor to bring out this magazine.

Dr. DebashisDas
Principal,
Ananda Chandra College
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Garden

Akash Barat
Fourth semester English Department

Mother told her son,

Thisworld is abeautiful garden Where people are flowers of different species.
Its upon you which one you choose,

You may either get inclined towards the Dandelions or the red roses.
But don't fall for their countenance,

Asyou might know all beautiful things come with adefect init,
And sometimes their appearances can be deceptive.

They flatter with their smell but can prickwith their thorns,

They matter when they are lost and be thereason of your scorn.

A benignant show is often trifle,

If overlooked can be the cause of someone's befell.
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Blemishes

of the Broken W ords

Debaditya Chakkraborty
Third semester, English Department

My Words Tend To Fade Away...

When I've A Lot To Say...

No | Won't Recurrent The Same Mistakes...

Cause You've Told Me Not To Walk In Those ShoesAgain...
You're Not The One On My Right...

You're The One Who's Responsible For Those Strange Feelings On My Léft...

You're Too Fidget To Let Me Speak...

I'm Not In A Hurry So It Won't Be Quick...

Acclaiming Your Norms I'll Wait...

You Sheild Your Heart Everytime Someone Knocks...
ThislsThe Last Timel'll Try Not To Lose What | Have...
No I've Not Fallen For The Moon...

It's The Sun That's Gonna Burn Me Into Ashes Soon...

the| NfiNIte

Nikita Ghosh
Sixth semester, English Department

Do you see the light?

The beaming rays of the winter sun that generate healing,
The mild shimmer of sunset that provides solace,

Can you see through the darkness?

The hushed hope that stays within violent storm,

The beaming moon that gives refuge after the destruction,
Can you see that light?

The one that's a\ways hidden inside.
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Sorrow ofAchiIIes

Susmita Barman
Sixth semester, English Department

Even the sky is clothed in mourn

When Achilles weeps beside his lover no more
Kinder than any soul, the healer of man

Now liein a soaked bed, smothered in cold embrace.

The wicked Fate chased the young lovers
From Phthiato the Ilion Shores
For Achilleswasto gain glory and die young.
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3 Dav\(n came again; the waves swept the f_orei gn shore. ::
5 Again the God-born pressed hislipsto his S
S Hoping to wake him with his tenderest kiss S
D As the unhappy hero with his eyes close W
W Touched the strings of unheard sorrow, W
W The bright joys of boyish days W
g Flashed before his doleful face. g
5 Beneath the summer sun, down the Pelion 8
S Hand in hand, two fair Youths ran. S
S Sad tune rose from deep within his crying soul, S
W And glided past the Aegean W
W To the Heliconean Maiden. O
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Wanted
to be
Surprised

Samik Dasgupta
Assistant Professor
English Department

| don't know why | was surprised
everytime love started or ended,
Or why each time a new
Lynching, solidarity or war.

Or that no one kept being there

To such arequest, the world is obliging.

Just yesterday, a bullet-ridden man's belly,

Equally startled by the apparent calm on the man's terrace.

The man who swallowed atiny megaphone

To project the voices inside his head,

not considering beforehand

how to remove it -

An aborted foetus and burnt rotis on a garbage bed.

How easily the young unemployed
were caught in the net of propaganda,
surprised even them.

Where clearly remained the lack-of -humanity.

What should not have been so surprising:
my error after error, recognized
When appearing on the faces of others

What did not surprise me enough:
my daily expectations that

"Kuch bhi" would continue,

And then that so much did continue,
when so much did not.

Muslims and Dalits still making their stand

when it wasn't even safe.
A litter of puppies birthing.
Also the stubborn, courteous persistence -

That even today, help means help.

Aam Aadmi Party is still understood as caring for the Aam Aadmi,

and that when | wake up,

the window's distant billowing smoke
Remains smoke,

the borrowed city around me is still acity

and standing.

Its alleys, markets, offices of brokers, its metro service that charges - a happy service-
no fine for carrying a bleeding conscience:

Jaffrabad, Maujpur-Baburpur, GokulPuri, Johri Enclave and Shiv Vihar metro stations to remain closed.

Trains are being terminated at \Welcome now.
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Aftel‘ Found
Y ou

Siara Chik Baraik
Sixth semester, English Department

It was arainy day with lots of thought and despair,
You found me shivering and treated me with care.
Everything had taken a musical pace,
Listen! God has recompensed my emptiness.
You know somehow you look like a part of me,
| can see adream house and you are the key.
All I want isyou, awindow, a cradle, and the alluring view,
Oh! Everything has started smiling after | found you.

Jayanta Bhakta
Sixth semester, English Department

O leaf!
Green bright leaf...
You hang like acloud
Floating in the sky.
Thy green color showslife
Like ayouthful man.
O leaf!
Yellow faded leaf...
Now you are like me
Worn, torn and old.
Now it'stime for
Both of usto fall.
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Deathless

Ayanaditya Roy
Fourth Semester, English Department
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g The child ran, his shadow growing taller and taller and the hazy figure becoming a part of the g
&> sunset silhouette. The bird imitator flapping his hands while gurgling motor like sound arrived to O
:; the once eden of greenery and now turned embodiment of sin itself where each plant had dried to a ::
(p State where they resembled human hands spewed out of the earth seeking for but just a drop of W
K water.The branches were so twisted that someone might mistake them for hanging heads of alegion K
W W
& of hungry whelps. The thousands of |eaves scattered throughout the plain now resembled shoes of W
3 different shapes and sizes. Yet the child wearing red framed sunglasses which was bought from the g
< urban fare could see none of these. W
g Beyond the garden stood a house, the destination of the boy. The boy tried to smell for nostalgia. g
:: But Alas! the fragrance of wet soil is now but a distant memory. The garden was barren from g
goodness and the serpent like twigs made him anxious. The courtyard's atmosphere feels

S d d th like twi ade him feel anxi Th d here feel S
:; hollow, the once welcoming arm chair has gone missing. ::
A nxious min s to fear, thus forcing the boy to take off his blindfold. A
& Anxi ind leadsto f hus forcing the b ake off his blindfold D
g The boy opened the door which made awail asif awakened from its slumber to demise. The g
&S unwelcoming dark corridor reluctantly welcomed him with nothing to look upon, the carelessly S
:; rolling rusty lantern showed him the way to the end of the corridor with its light slowly perishing. ::
&> The wooden floor made cracking noises which increased with every step as the boy wanted to make &
g his presence loud and clear. He stumbled across a door that he vividly remembered and peeked g
> inside to see what's stored within. >
g An old woman sitting at the edge of a bed with her back leaning upon the wall, her eyes seemed to g
& trying to reminiscent the contents of her confinement room but the small light through the door O
X cannot unveil every secret present within the boundary of the world. Soft music playingin a g
< gramophone could be heard along with an urgency of down pour occurring in some distant (which <
g isactually a sound created by the gramophone). g
W “Grandma’, The boy cried. W
g His grandmaturned to look at him and smiled, “Hello Dear. Where are your mother and father?’ g
& The boy froze, the eye of the lady numbed him with dread. Soon darkness would decend and asthe <
:: light began to flicker, the boy prayed for the truth in front of him to extinguish with the fire ...But ::
3 the flames were still burning brighter than ever. 3
W W
W W
W W
W @
W W



Farewell Blues

Nandini Roy
Sixth Semester, English Department

A Sunday afternooninthe season of winter. A fairly tall girl in her green sweatshirt and black pant, waiting for 45
minutesfor thebussitting on avacant bench besideashop.....

"Busesarehardly available on Sundays, dear. Why don't you gotomorrow?", asked the shop owner.
"Haveaninterview at 9AM. | don't haveachoice", sherepliedfollowed by adeep breath.

The question took her back to the previousday in her native village her grandmahad asked if she could returnto
her house the next day. But she knew some questions are not made for answers. "l will comevisit you soon", she
said with acurl on her lips. These flashbacks keep still coming back to her head. That was the Laxmi Puja. She
wasVvisiting her grandparents almost after 2 years, after al her examswere over and her mother's eye operation;
Andit hasbeen 15 yearssince shemoved to thetown with her parents. Thegreenfieldsfilled with potatoes, pess,
tomatoes; the banyan tree with itslong descending roots; the garden of betel nut trees; her primary school; the
river which once gulped the fields but now stays silently dead; temples; scattered houses; the cheap looting;
salon; the store where once the telephone booth used to be; bush and bamboo trees beside the road and their
canopy, all reminded her of those old childhood days. But their camethat feeling. Thefeeling which remindsyou
of thingsyou cherished like pearlson astring. Time cutstheknot. They scatter acrossthefloor rolling in the dark
corners, never to be found again.Then a void fills the heart. At a certain time, the affiliation slips into being
nothing but someintimate strangers. It feel sasif you'renot wel comed whol eheartedly.

What's the use of moving el sewhere and wasting money? Those who are determined can make anything happen
if they want, said one of her distant auntsto another.
Didi, everyonewantsto prosper intheir life. They think that'show it can happen.
L eaving the oldsdeserted? Doesthat count?
Now they too havetheir busy life, at least they visit
Onceayear! Atleast have somesenseof obligation!
You get opportunitiesif yougo out.
What'sthe use of opportunitiesif you arestill unableto grasp one.
Shestill hastimeleft.
Time..., her? She can't even financially help her mother in her surgery. Don't the young people here live their
life?
That'sbecause she'sstill studying.
Peopl e study becausethey are scared, they would end up being nothing.

Were those words addressed to her knowing she was there? She did not know. Thousand threads of tangled
guestions dangling from the sceptical eyes blended into greyish dense smoke curling and rising to the sky
making her fedl suffocated. Shewondered whether it isthefailure of belonging or the guilt of abandonment. She
got lost ruminating and reflecting over and over the sea of her consciousness. The cold night breeze coming
through thewindow kept brushing thethoughtsall over her face. Noisein the background weighid down theears
into something obscure. Winksfailed to taketheaccount of time.

"ANYONETOGET OFFAT _ 7

A suddenvoicehit her.

"YESS!... COMING!" and she got up from her seat to collect her things. Piercing through the overly crowded
bus, she finally managed to get off. Under the desolate sombre sky, she kept on walking past the street lights

leavinga dark long shadow behind her. l:
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Whisper
Of Justice

Sohini Bal
Sixth Semester, English Department

Thelast busfrom Siliguri to Chamurchi had just disappeared inthe smog. Bitan with hisheavy backpack
was standing all alone. Some dogs were barking at the top of their voices. The chilling wind was a
declaration of the coldest night which was cutting through hisskin. With hardly any hope, Bitan started
to walk through the fog shrouded tea garden. He had to walk for 20 minutes to reach his bungalow. He
wasthe manager of HaldiparaTeaEstate.

Bitan had never seen theteagarden during cold winter nights. It had only been 6 months since he started
working hereasthe manager. For thefirst time, hewaslivinginaplacelikethis. He had seen teagardens
beforethis, when hewason family trip. He used to love teagardens. The news of the struggles of native
working there used to make him sad. That is why he never wanted to live in such a place. The rising
unemployment and the sudden job opportunity isthe reason that he wasthere. It was rumoured that the
previous manager |eft thejob, because of ascary experience.

Bitanwasn't really afraid of ghosts or spiritsand was confident in hisbelief that thereisnothing
called the supernatural. The chief cause of worry in atea garden isthe threat of being mowed down by
wild elephants, who had started frequenting this place of late. With al these dark thoughts, Bitan was
struggling with hisheavy bag to reach the bungal ow. With every passing minutethewind seemed colder,
the bag seemed heavier than before.

He walked for 10 minutes like that, when out of nowhere a dog started barking in a deafening
manner. Bitan was taken by surprise but he seemed to gather himself. The dog's continuous barking
reminded him of hisdeepest fears. He started praying that the dogs shouldn't be barking because of the
presence of elephants. Suddenly he caught sight of ablack shadow walking towards him. Bitan stopped
and asked 'Whoisit! Isit Daran? Can you please carry my bags? I'm carrying it for the last ten minutes
now and it's so heavy that | can't bear it for ten more minutes!' He realised that Daran is not answering
him and he again repeated his query in hindi. The shadow replied, 'No babu, I'm not Daran. You're
mi staking mewith someoneelse. | am Ratan. You don't know mebut | know you. | usedtolivehere. Six
months back, that scroundel manager got me murdered just because | demanded justice for my people!’
The heavy bag dropped from hishand and Bitan was stopped in histracks. The shadow keptsaying, "I'm
here to complain to you about that jerk. After murdering me he left this tea garden with the rumour of
ghosts. You know what babu! If | wasreally the son of my mother | should've broken his neck! But the
fear of superiorsisstill inmy heart! | just asked for the justice for the women here who were repeatedly
getting molested and tortured by that jerk, and for the men who used to work here with a very little
payment and never-ending torture. The former manager even ordered the children to work here so that
he can destroy our future. | was a bit educated among them, | suffered and read about the tortures and
strugglesthat we've gonethrough all our life, so | asked for justice. Wasit too much to ask? Answer me
babu! Was it? With surprised eyes and trembling voice, Bitan said 'No' . The shadow continued, ' You
may havealready read about what had happened to usduring thelockdown.Wewere suffering fromlack
of jobs, money and most importantly, lack of food and treatment. But after all this, when we again got
our jobs back, we were ecstatic, we celebrated with the new manager but we didn't know that he came
here with infinite hatred for us. He took usfor granted, he used us as commodity. Answer me babu,was
asking for justice really too much! Should not we speak of our problems and ask for solutions? Bitan

says, 'Yes, you should!'
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Shadow kept saying, 'If yes, then listen to me Babu! | fear aswell as hate the superiors, but you
seem to be good than the others. So listen carefully. You've to do something with the payments of these
people. You've to do something for their betterment. You aso have to case afile about the murder of
Ratan Munda. At thevery entrance of theforest, if police search properly, they'll discover my grave. Just
beside my body you'll find awristband with the name Ratan onit. That'll be theidentification mark on
my body. | know you'll doiit or elsethistimel will not fear breaking your nose, remember that! Saying
these words, the shadow passed him, stopped, and again said, " Give meyour bag; I'll help you to cover
thisten-minuteroad.”

When Bitan opened his eyes, he saw the sunlight streaming through the leaves of the trees. An
old widow was constantly shaking his body while saying, "Babu!" Hey Babu, open your eyes! What
happened to you? Why are you lying here? You'll catch a cold, Babu; for god's sake, please wake up!"
The only thing thing Bitan remembered were the last words of Ratan. He knew what he had to do. He'll
get these people the justice that they deserve, that Ratan spoke of, for what he got killed. He'll give
justicetoall..andto Ratan too.

Mainak Sinha
First Semester,
English Department
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Defunct United Nations

Chinmayakar Das
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science

The role played by the United Nations vis-avis the United States, has evidently brought out the
international organisation in a poor picture and proclaimed to the world its defunct status. Though there have
been few other instances not involving the US where the UN has largely remained a mute spectator. The latest
example is Russias invasion of Ukraine. However, on most of the occasions, it has been the USA which has
adopted arm twi sting and bargai ning methodsin the United Nationsto haveitsway. How did thissituation come
about? The story of the L eague of Nationsisrepeated, though abit differently. But thefact laysinthe arrogance
of primarily theUSandthequiet of others.

No doubt, USA is a powerful country with avery rich resource base. Contrasting this with India, the
resource base of Indiahas been used over aperiod of thousands of years. Discounting the period of Red Indians,
the tapping of resources at afaster pace in USA did not begin more than 200 to 250 years ago. So, it can feel
proud of its inherent strength at present, along with a strong technological base. However, instead of being
feeling proud, a kind of arrogance began to set in. The same display of arrogance can be seen with regard to
Russiaand China.

This arrogance began to show in its dealings with other countries of the world. The formation of the
UNO also saw the emergence of two cold war blocks. A kind of race began for satellite states by both the blocks,
by hook or by crook, acarrying forward of the policy of colonialism under adifferent garb by different players.
Theexecutive power whichwasvested in only afew handsin the United Nationscan be seenin demacraticlight
asquite undemacratic. Why not decide by majority vote by all the members? Thiscan proveto bearoad map to
world peace and establishment of democratic norms at large. The USA, the most vaociferous votary of
demoacracy propagation around theworld, has shown some of the most undemocratic behaviour and hegemonic
character against international norms right from the time of Monroe Doctrine to Irag to date. The media
propaganda carried out by USA turns out to be a potent force in distorting the facts on ground, be it ethnic
cleansinginformer Yugoslaviaor weaponsof massdestructionin|rag.

It istrue that national interest is paramount in international relations. But trampling the national and
human sentiments of others does not behove a great country, be it USA, Russia or China. We are witness to
various cross currents in international politics and strategic thinking which on many occasions has been
harnessed fruitfully by the UN. But on many occasionswe have been witnessto situationswhere USA hastried
to have its way by circumventing the UN by various not so good means to have its ends, even at the cost of
compromising thestatusand dignity of other countries.

Under the circumstanceswhat arethereasonsfor the United Nationsalways putting up apoor show vis-
arvisthe USA. Onereason as mentioned above isthe undemocratic character of both the USA and the Security
Council. Second reason might be of its headquarters being located in the heart of USA, in New York. The staff
members and other related members serving the UN haveto go and livetherewhileworking with the UN. They
aretheworld's policy framers. It is but natural for them to get influenced by USA'sway of thinking. Thelocal
environment mouldsto agreat extent their decisionstaken in the forums of UN. Therethe USA gains an upper
hand vis-a-vis UN and other countries. This can be one of the probable reasons, with other major and minor
reasons, for the USA bringing the UN under itsfold.

To offset thisimbalance, asimple solution can be provided by shifting the headquarters of the UN from
New York to some lonely island solely owned by the UN and with only the headquarters of UN on the island.
Besides, any landlocked territory can be visualised on the pattern of Vatican City. In such situation, outside
unwarranted influences can be checked to a great extent. The present circumstances demand fulfilment of this
hypothesisto saveitself theignominy of the L eague of Nations.
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