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Girish Chandra Ghosh demonstrating eight bhavas, with bilingual captions as in the original printing in 1909: diabolic purpose
(durabhisandhi. disgust (ghrina o birakt), deep cogitation (gabhir chinta), meditation (dhyan), in high glee (ahlade atkhana). deliberation
(samkalpa-bikalpa), fright (bibhishika), smitten by beauty (rupamugdha)
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Final Report of Drama-in-Practice/ NTBY ﬁfzf’ﬂ;‘T

Drama-in-Practice/ NTBY H*5FT was a value-added skill enhancement
course, convened by Samik Dasgupta (Department of English) and Dr.
Ranjana Bhattacharjee (Department of Bengali), under the aegis of the
Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Ananda Chandra College. The patrons of
the course were Dr. Sangita Das (Co-ordinator IQAC) and Dr. Debashis Das,
Principal. This course gave the students and alumni of the college the
opportunity to plan, create, adapt, produce, perform, and evaluate theatre
performances. At the end of the month-long course, the participants put up three
short theatre performances, based on the plays and stories of Kaviguru
Rabindranath Tagore.

Date and Venue

The course was held between 5™ April, 2023 and 12" May, 2023, completing
a total of 32 hours of contact time. As the course happened simultaneously
with the Even Semester 2023,it was conducted after routine college timings.
The students met the course facilitators three days a week (on an average)
from 3:30pm- 5:30pm. The Conference-cum-Seminar Hall was the primary
rehearsal space and Room 76 was used for conducting the theory classes. On
the day of the final performances, Room 76 served as a green room space for
the theatre groups.

Faciliators

The add-on was facilitated by eminent theatre practitioners of theatre like
Dipankar Ray of Jalpaiguri Rupayan, Dr. Tamojit Roy and Dr. Apurba
Kumar Saha of Jalpaiguri Kolakushali and Sabyasachi Dutta of Srishti
Mime Theatre. Dr. Ranjana Bhattacharjee of the Department of Bengali and
Samik Dasgupta of the Department of English, conducted the theory classes. Dr.
Sangita Das, Coordinator IQAC and Head of Department, Department of
English helped to coordinate and convene the entire course smoothly.




Course Design

9.

NN RPN

History of Bengali Theatre: 2 hours
Theatre analysis and criticism: 2 hours
Physical theatre: 2 hours

Voice modulation and diction: 4 hours
Improvisation: 2 hours

Mime: 2 hours

Stage, costume design and makeup: 2 hours
Theatre direction: 4 hours

Preparing a one-act play: 4 hours

10.Producing a one-act play: 4 hours
11.Final group presentation-cum assessment: 4 hours

All total 32 contact hours

Agenda
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To help students of the literature departments (English, Bengali, Sanskrit)
to understand the process of making a performance, from a written drama
To train students in the professional skill of script-writing

To improve the students’ diction and pronunciation of Bengali

To teach the rudimentary skills of mime and theatrical gestures

To help students get over stage fear and become comfortable in
presenting themselves to an unknown audience

To inculcate the spirit of cooperation and build a discipline of teamwork
Through several group activities, instill leadership skills in the students.
To teach them the grand heritage of the Bengali stage

Giving them a glimpse of the complex activity of professional theatre
criticism, as done in newspapers and journals.



Funding

The program was jointly financed with course fees collected from the students and a boost-up
money granted from the College funds. As per the UGC guidelines of Introduction of Career-
Oriented Courses (XI Plan Guidelines, 2018), we had set a nominal course fee of Rs. 200.
The expenditure for the course was as follows-

Final Expenditure of Add-on-Course

Sl Particulars Amount (Rs.)

No

01 Opening Ceremony 260

Tiffin packets

02 Four Bouquet for 200
Guests

03 Flex 250

04 Remunerations 3000

05 Lights for Final 5000

Production

06 Stage Decoration 360

07 Gifts for Resource 720
Persons

08 Gifts for Resource 2980
Persons

09 Students certificates 368

10 Microphone 450

11 Tiffin Packets for 2711

Closing Ceremony

12 Posters 110

13 Other Expenses 760

14 Other Expenses 550

Total 17719

Fund received from Students’ Registration fees : Rs.7400 &
Fund received from College Fund : Rs.10319
Total : Rs. 17719







The Proceedings of the Course

The course began with different exercises and games to help the students get
over their inhibitions regarding performance. These were conducted under the
supervision of Apurba Kumar Saha and Dipankar Ray. Tamojit Ray provided
the students with three story prompts, based on Khudito Pashan, Chandalika and
Streer Potro (writings by Rabindranath Tagore) and asked them to develop
modern scripts. The 34 participants were divided into three groups, with each
group in charge of developing one script. The students performing the
adaptations of —

a) Khudito Pashan were directed by Tamojit Ray,
b) Chandalika were directed by Apurba Kumar Saha
c) Streer Potro were directed by Dipankar Ray

Dipankar Ray conducted several classes on refining the diction of the
students, on a one-to-one basis. Sabyasachi Dutta demonstrated the craft of
mime and taught students some ways in which they can express the navarasas.
Dr. Ranjana Bhattacharjee delivered a multimedia presentation on the Google
Meet platform, helping students understand the rich history of the Bengali stage.
Samik Dasgupta, with the technical resources of a projector and laptop from the
Department of English, conducted classes on Theatre Criticism. Eventually,
through the act of preparing the 3 theatrical productions, the students were
taught the process of putting up plays.



PHOTO-DOCUMENTATION OF THE COURSE

1. Inaugural ceremony
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2. Final Productions
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a. Chakravuha, based on Khudito Pashan.




b. Iti Arpita, based on Streer Potro

c. Aajker Chandalika, based on Chandalika




d. Certificate Distribution and Closing Ceremony
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e. Final Group Photo
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